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AHMS 270E -  Medical Ethics 
Missoula College University of Montana 
Fall Semester 2013
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: AHMS 270E section 1
SEMESTER CREDITS: 3
CONTACT HOURS PER SEMESTER:
Lecture hours per week: 3
Course time and location: Monday and Wednesday 3:40 pm - 5:00 pm 
AD 04
Monday Dec 9 1:10 am to 3:10 pmFinal:
Prerequisites: None 
Co-requisites: None
FACULTY CONTACT AND INFORMATION:
Faculty:
Office phone number: 
Cell:
Email:
Office Location:
Office Hours:
Phyllis McCarthy MSN, RN, CNE 
406 243-7872
406 218-1536
Dhvllis.mccarthv@mso.umt.edu 
GH 03 Nursing Faculty Building
Monday 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm & by appointment
Course Description
This course will examine the principles of biomedical ethics and the major traditions and theories 
of ethics including moral norms, moral character, professional-patient relationships, methods 
and moral justification.
Course Objectives
1. Students will gain a basic understanding of the principles of biomedical ethics.
2. Students will develop a basic understanding of moral dimensions of health care and medical 
decision making.
3. Students will gain a basic understanding of the theories of biomedical ethics.
4. Students will develop a process to identify and discuss ethical dilemmas in health care.
5. This course will advance the students awareness of ethical dilemmas and build a foundation 
for critical thinking skills in the arena of biomedical ethics.
Students are expected to check for new announcem ents in Moodle before class.
Grading
1. In Class Quizzes firs t ten minutes of class 15 % 
2. End of class assignment
3. In Class Assignments
4. Papers
5. Final examination
15 % 
20 % 
30 % 
20 % 
100 %
• Class quizzes can only be taken in the firs t 10 minutes of class and there will be no 
makeup quizzes
• End of class assignments will be assigned during class time. This exercise will reflect 
something you have learned during the class time, and may be a different exercise each 
class, but will fit on a 3x5 card. End of class assignments will be collected in the last 5 
minutes of class. Assignments cannot be turned in early or late and there will be no make 
ups.
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• Periodic "assignments" will be announced in class. Students will be graded on fulfilling 
assignment by due date.
• Students are expected to participate in Readers Theater either as a "reader" or by 
contributing to follow-up discussion.
• Students are expected to participate in class.
• Students are expected to submit three (3) typed papers assigned during the semester. 
(Students are encouraged to use the ASC on Missoula College campus for assistance with 
writing skills.) Papers MUST BE TYPED WRITTEN, DOUBLE SPACED WITH TITLE PAGE 
INCLUDING STUDENT NAME, ASSIGNMENT NAME AND DATE. NO HAND WRITTEN PAPERS 
WILL BE GRADED.
• I t  is in the student's BEST INTEREST to take notes. Notes will NOT be posted by the 
professor.
Grading Criteria
• Late assignments will be penalized by 10% of the awarded grade for each day late. ONLY 
students who have made prior arrangements with the approval of the instructor will not 
be penalized. Assignments are expected to have correct spelling, punctuation, and 
gram m ar. Assignments with incorrect spelling, punctuation, and grammar will be 
returned ungraded for correction and marked down 10% of awarded grade. Papers MUST 
BE TYPED WRITTEN, DOUBLE SPACED WITH TITLE PAGE INCLUDING STUDENT NAME, 
ASSIGNMENT NAME AND DATE. NO HAND WRITTEN PAPERS WILL BE GRADED.
• 9 4 -1 0 0 %  A
• 9 0 -9 3 %  A-
• 8 4 -8 9 %  B
• 8 0 -8 3 %  B-
• 7 4 -7 9 %  C
• 7 0 -7 3 %  C-
• 6 4 -6 9 %  D
• 6 0 -6 3 %  D-
• Less than 5 9 %  F
Check Moodle Account before Monday for Announcements
Go to umonline.umt.edu to log in to Moodle. I f  you are unfamiliar with Moodle there are resource 
as the site for training.
Attendance and Participation
This class is heavily weighted on students' attendance and participation. Not attending class will 
directly affect the students' grade. ONLY emergency situations will be given excused absences. 
Students will be graded on participation in Readers'Theater. ONLY emergency situations will be 
given a pardon from Readers'Theater and those students will be expected to complete an 
additional assignment.
More than SEVEN absences will result in a failing grade.
Students are expected to arrive on time and not leave early. I f  a student is late and leaves early, 
they will be counted as absent. I t  is the STUDENT'S responsibility to m ake sure th a t you 
are in class to take the quiz and hand in the end of the class assignment. This is the  
w ay attendance w ill be m onitored. You will be asked to leave if you are sleeping in class.
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Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:
Please review the University Catalogue on the definition of plagiarism or academic misconduct. 
All work submitted is expected to be the student's own work. Any references should be in quotes 
and cited. Any acts of plagiarism or academic misconduct will result in automatic failure of the 
course and may result in further academic punishment.
Classroom Etiquette
• Students are expected to arrive on time and leave when class is dismissed.
• No Children are allowed to attend class.
• No Cell Phones during class. In the event a student has to take an emergency call, they
are asked to put the ir phone on vibrate and leave the room to answer the call (must
inform professor you are on call).
• Students are expected to be respectful of the ir classmates' opinions. No threatening or 
foul language will be tolerated.
• Civility is expected, give people credit for good intentions.
Required Reading
• Articles will be assigned throughout the course.
• Principles of Biomedical Ethics by Tom L. Beauchamp and James F Childress, Oxford 
University Press, 2009. ISBN: 9780199924585
This book was ordered late but will be in the book store 
Required Supplies
• 3x5 card for end of class assignments
• 81/2 x 11 paper for class assignments and quizzes
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by The University. All students 
need to be fam iliar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online 
at h ttp ://life .um t.edu/vpsa/student conduct.php
D IS A B IL ITY  ACCOMODATION:
Eligible students with disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in this course when 
requested in a tim ely way. Please speak with me after class or in my office. Please be prepared 
to provide a letter from your DSS Coordinator. For more information, visit the Disabilities 
Services website at h ttp ://w w w .um t.edu/dss/ or call 406-243-2243 (voice/text).
Recording of Classes- Lecture recording is not allowed w ithout prior consent of the instructor. 
In blended classes or distance learning classes, recorded lectures are not allowed to be re­
broadcast in any way and any material discussed, in face to face classes or in on-line discussion 
groups, is considered confidential. I f  a student breaks this policy, it will be considered academic 
misconduct.
NOTE: Instructor reserves the right to modify syllabi and assignments as needed based on 
faculty, student, and /or environmental circumstances. I f  changes are made to the syllabus, 
amended copies will be dated and made available to the class.
